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Candidates must write the Q.P. Code 
on the title page of the answer-book. 

Series DBC5A/5   SET-1 

 Q.P. Code 

Roll No. 
 

 
 NOTE 
(I) Please check that this question paper contains 19 printed pages. 

(II) Please check that this question paper contains 11 questions. 

(III) Q.P. Code given on the right hand side of the question paper should be 
written on the title page of the answer-book by the candidate. 

(IV) Please write down the serial number of the question in the 
answer-book before attempting it. 

(V) 15 minute time has been allotted to read this question paper. The 
question paper  will  be  distributed  at 10.15 a.m. From 10.15 a.m. to 
10.30 a.m., the students will read the question paper only and 
will not write any answer on the answer-book during this period. 

ENGLISH 

(Language and Literature) 
 

Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 80  

General Instructions :  

Read the instructions very carefully and strictly follow them :  

(i) This question paper comprises 11 questions. All questions are compulsory.   

(ii) The question paper contains three sections : 
 Section A  Reading Skills 
 Section B  Grammar and Creative Writing Skills  
 Section C  Literature  

(iii) Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.  
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SECTION A 
 Reading Skills 20 marks 

1. Read the following passage carefully :  10 

(1) The words probiotics, prebiotics, and postbiotics may sound like 
variations of the same thing, but what a difference a prefix makes. 
The first is a category of health-promoting microbes. The latter two 
groups are types of beneficial molecules. But all three biotics are 
critical for supporting the community of microscopic organisms that 
live in the gastrointestinal tract, known as the gut microbiome. With 
both beneficial and harmful bacteria living in the human body, these 
diet-related factors  the biotics  help tip the balance in the 
positive direction. It is important to understand their differences, as 

even as they work together.  

(2) Despite their importance for the gut microbiome, the health benefits 
of these biotics , which are present in certain foods or result from 
their metabolism, extend beyond the digestive tract. A growing body 
of scientific evidence has linked prebiotics, probiotics, and postbiotics, 
with improvements in metabolic diseases  including obesity and 
cholesterol abnormalities  depressive symptoms and poor sleep 
quality, among many other conditions.  

(3) Besides promoting general gut health, consuming food rich in 
probiotics can improve irritable bowel syndrome and  
antibiotic-related diarrhea, prevent travel
vitamins and increase nutrient absorption, and decrease the risk of 
common infections. In fact, when consumed regularly, probiotics have 
been found to reduce the occurrence of upper respiratory tract 
infections (like the common cold).  

(4) Many different types of beneficial bacteria are considered probiotics. 
The most common ones include Lactobacillus and Bifidobacterium, of 

match what it is 

Gregor Reid. Many different types of beneficial bacteria are 
considered probiotics.  
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(5) Some foods, such as yogurt, kefir, kimchee, and fermented soybeans 
and kombucha naturally contain probiotics. But h
get complicated: not all fermented foods or yogurts contain probiotics, 
Reid says. As a consumer, a good starting point is to look for the 

if specific strains of 
 

(6) Simply put, prebiotics are sources of food for those beneficial microbes 
 the probiotics. They are typically a form of carbohydrate or fiber 

 to digest. As a result, they move 
through the digestive tract to the intestine, where beneficial bacteria 
(probiotics) can feast on them.  

(7) When you consume foods that are rich in probiotics and prebiotics, 
the microbes in your gut consume the undigestible prebiotic fiber and 
produce bioactive compounds called postbiotics. They are ultimately 
the endgame that we want  they affect how our gut operates and 
keeps the good bacteria there and the bad bacteria out.  

Answer the following questions, based on the above passage :    

(i) 
attitude towards probiotics ?  1 

(A) Probiotics, prebiotics and postbiotics are variations of the 
same thing, with just a difference of a prefix.  

(B) All fermented foods or yogurts naturally contain probiotics.  

(C) All three biotics are equally important to support microscopic 
organisms that live in the gut microbiome.  

(D) Only probiotics are important as they can improve irritable 
bowel syndrome and antibiotic-related diarrhea.      

(ii) 
beyond the digestive tract. Rationalise your response in about  
40 words.  2  
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(iii) Complete the sentence appropriately.  1 

 To get the right probiotic and to match 
requirement, it is important to see the label for __________.  

(iv) The passage includes some words that are opposites of each other. 
From the sets (A)  (E) below, identify two sets of antonyms.  1 
(A) increase and decrease  
(B) probiotic and postbiotic 
(C) beneficial and harmful 
(D)  feast and fermented  
(E) consuming and digestive  

(v) Complete the sentence appropriately.  1 

 The author wants to stress the fact that there is not just one type 
of beneficial bacteria considered as probiotic, in fact, some 
probiotics have _________.  

(vi) Based on the reading of the passage, examine in about 40 words, 
the importance of prebiotics for the human gut and how they are 
related to probiotics.  2 

(vii) As a consumer, if you want to pick a probiotic product, what is the 
most important thing to keep in mind ?  

 Pick the best answer.  1  

(A) Any fermented product that contains probiotics.  

(B) Checking the label for specific strains of bacteria. 

(C) oti  grocery store are 
safe to pick.  

(D) .  

(viii) ir importance for the gut microbiome, the health 
, which are present in certain foods or 

result from t  1 
 As per this statement from the passage, how relevant are the 

biotics  for humans ? Pick the best answer. 

(A) Their relevance has been proven by scientific evidence.  

(B) Not very relevant as more study is needed. 

(C) Their relevance cannot be generalised for everyone.  

(D) Only probiotics are relevant for humans.  
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2. Read the following passage carefully : 10 

(1) After more than two years of 

hospitality industry is now cautiously hopeful. Tourism constituted 

2019. But the sector was severely hit in India  like in other 

countries  in the past two years.  

(2) Indians are now travelling with a vengeance  , as 

the phenomenon is called. And many, experts say, now prefer to 

travel within the country instead of flying to more expensive 

destinations abroad. The industry is also benefitting from new trends 

borne of the pandemic such as micro-holidays and workcations.  

(3) According to a survey, 51 percent of Indian travellers believed that 

international travel remained an important means of expanding their 

horizons and connecting with other cultures. Over two years, the 

survey said, Indian travellers are now dreaming about their next 

international trip and more than 70 percent of Indians are excited 

about being able to travel internationally.  

(4) There has also been an increase in the number of students going 

abroad to study. The increasing desire to study overseas is credited to 

the pent- -year duration. This has 

got further pronounced because of growing aspirations and 

affordability among the middle-class students from Tier II and  

Tier III cities.  
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 The table below shows foreign travel by Indians for different purposes 

from 2019 to 2022.  

Purpose  2019 2020 2021 2022 

Business  14·7 L 2·6 L 1·2 L 4·6 L 

Job 25·2 L 7·1 L 8·3 L 21·4 L 

Residency  89·5 L 28·9 L 34·6 L 72·5 L 

Education  5·8 L 2·6 L 4·4 L 6·5 L 

Tourists  63·8 L 13·1 L 12·8 L 30·8 L 

Visit  42·1 L 10·1 L 15·1 L 40·9 L 

Medical  1,448 390 545 1,253 

Pilgrimage 8·8 L 1·1 L 4,139 4·6 L 

Others  2·6 L 54,775 58,767 1·6 L 

Total  2·5 Crore 66·2 L 77·2 L 1·8 Crore 

  

Answer the following questions, based on the above passage :  

(i) Complete the following analogy appropriately, based on your 

understanding of paragraphs 1 and 2.  1 

 We can say that the situation when people were travelling with 

a vengeance is comparable to people going out to dine in hordes, 

because _________________.   

(ii) Fill in the blanks with the appropriate option from those given 

in brackets, based on your understanding of paragraph 1.  1 

 The statement that, 

GDP and generated around 100 million jobs in 2019 , is a/an 

____________ (fact/opinion) because it is a/an ____________ 

(subjective judgement/objective detail).  
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(iii) Justify the following in about 40 words.  2 

 After being cooped up inside their houses for more than two 
years, Indians are now excited about being able to travel 
internationally.  

(iv) Based on the given table, for which purpose  did Indian foreign 
travel increase in 2022 as compared to 2019 ?  1  

(v) benefitting from new trends borne of the 
pandemic such as micro-holidays and workca  Which 

 1 

(vi) As per the given table, for which purpose did maximum number 
of Indians undertake foreign travel in 2019 and in 2022 ?   

 State any one inference that can be drawn from this.  1 

(vii) Why are students today choosing to go abroad to study ? 
(Answer in about 40 words.)  2 

(viii) Which of the following is the main takeaway from the study 
mentioned in the passage ?  1 

(A) International travel remains an important means of 
expanding the horizons and connecting with other 
cultures.  

(B) Though travel, both domestic and international, has 
picked up, it has yet to reach its previous levels.   

(C) Indians are excited about being able to travel 
internationally.  

(D) The study needs to include experts from Tourism 
Department to offer any recommendations for further 
research. 
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SECTION B 

 Grammar and Creative Writing Skills 20 marks 

Grammar 

3. Complete any ten of the following twelve tasks, as directed.  10 1=10 

(i) Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the 

brackets, for the given portion of a letter.  1 

 Thank you for exceeding company expectations and __________ 

(inspire) your team with your spectacular work ethic.   

(ii) Read the given sentence from a movie review article.  

 Identify the error and supply the correction in the sentence.  1 

 

sequences.  

 Use the given format for your response.  

Error Correction 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(iii) Akshat and Niharika had a conversation about the felicitation of 

Aksha  1 

  

 What will you be wearing for tomorrow s function ?  
 

(iv) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option, to complete the 

disclaimer given before a documentary film.  1 

 The film has been created by taking creative liberties and 

dramatizing the events __________ (about/for/on) cinematic 

expressions.  
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(v) Identify the error and supply the correction for the given sentence 
from a comment posted by an admirer of a reporter.  1 

 The report was well document, so no one could claim that it was 
 

 Use the given format for your response.  

Error Correction 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(vi) Complete the given narrative by filling in the blank with the 
correct option.  1 

 Now that many employees have shown high productivity working 
from home, will their bosses hereafter __________ them to take 
working vacations ?   

 (A) expecting  (B) expected  

 (C) have expected  (D) expect  

(vii) Read the dialogue between Karan and his teacher regarding his 
absence from school.  1 

 Teacher : Karan, why were you absent yesterday ?  

 Karan :  Yesterday I had cold and fever, sir. 
beforehand.  

 Teacher : . Take care of your health. 

 Select the correct option to complete the reporting of the above 
dialogue.  

 The teacher asked Karan ___________________. 

 Karan replied that he had cold and fever the previous day and 
the teacher beforehand. The teacher 

advised him to take care of his health.  

 (A) why did he remain absent the previous day  

 (B) why he had been absent the previous day  

 (C) the reason he was absent  

 (D) why was he absent yesterday  
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(viii) Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the 
correction for the opening line, from a Terms and Conditions 
document.  1 

 Though all efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
content on this website, the same could not be construed as a 
statement of law or used for any legal purposes.   

Option No. Error Correction 

(A) efforts effort 

(B) ensure ensuring 

(C) could should 

(D) of for 

(ix) Report the following dialogue between a hawker and his customer, 
by completing the sentence.  1  

Hawker : Do you want any tomatoes ?  

Customer : Yes, indeed! Although they are a bit expensive, I like 
to add tomatoes to my diet.  

The hawker asked the customer whether she wanted any 
tomatoes. The customer answered in the affirmative and 
explained that _______________.  

(x) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the 
part of the grievance posted by a citizen on a social media 
platform.  1 

 Crossing this stretch at any time of the day is a challenge. Even 
during afternoons, there ____________ ice cream vendors on the 
road with people crowding around their carts.  

 (A) were  

 (B) are  

 (C) have been  

 (D) would be  
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(xi) Complete the line from a Save the Planet  song, by filling in the 
blank with the correct option.  1 

  
 To save the planet for me and you  
 E is for environment, keep it clean  
 If we ___________ together, we ll make the best team.  
 (A) will be standing  (B) stand  
 (C) had stood  (D) are standing  

(xii) Identify the error and supply the correction for the following note 
in a smart .  1 

 When the watch is connected to the mobile phone, the watch may 
automatically calibrate and synchronize with the time of the 
mobile phone.  

 Use the given format for your response.  

Error Correction 

 
 
 
 

Creative Writing Skills 
Note :  All details presented in the questions are imaginary and created for 

assessment purpose.  

4. Attempt any one from (a) and (b) given below :  5 

 (a) The problem of open manholes and drains in your locality is posing 
a threat to the lives of people. As a young citizen, who cares about 
the upkeep of the locality and safety of the residents, write a letter 
to the editor of a local daily, in about 120 words, expressing your 
concern at the situation and suggesting measures to resolve the 
problem and drawing attention of the concerned authorities.  

  You are Sam/Karen of 67, Mist Apartments, Gagan Vihar, Akash 
Nagar.   

OR 
 (b) As Rohini Monga / Rohan Monga, of 43 Jai Apartments, Neerbagh, 

you feel that there should be a dedicated space in the community 
park for the senior citizens of the society, where they can gather.  

  Write a letter to the RWA of your society in about 120 words, 
suggesting spaces in the park and emphasizing the importance of 
creating such a space.  
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5. Attempt any one from (a) and (b) given below :  5 

(a) The detailed global millets production data from different 
countries is depicted in the pie chart given below. Analyze this 
chart and write an analytical paragraph in about 120 words, by 
selecting features that support your analysis and suggesting 
possible reasons for the variation in production by different 
countries.  

 

     Global Millet Production Statistics (FAO 2018)  
 

 For Visually Impaired Candidates only in lieu of Q. No. 5 (a) : 

 ortance of Tree 
Planta . Using your own ideas and the information given 
below, write the paragraph in about 120 words.  5 

 One of the best activities  make planet  greener, healthier  to 
develop biodiversity  ensure supply of oxygen for coming 
generations  add to natural beauty  NGOs can be involved for 
plantation drive.  

OR 
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(b) There are many benefits of healthy eating for adults as well as 
children. The following charts reflect the same. Based on the 
information given in the charts, write an analytical paragraph in 
about 120 words, assessing the importance of healthy eating for 
adults as well as children. 
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  For the Visually Impaired Candidates only in lieu of Q. No. 5 (b) : 
 Based on the given information, write an analytical paragraph in about 

120 words, assessing the importance of healthy eating for both adults and 
children. 
     Adults     Children 
   longer life, healthy weight     keeps them healthy and strong    
   keeps skin, teeth, eyes healthy     strengthens bones  
   supports muscles     supports muscles  
   boosts immunity     boosts immunity   
   strengthens bones     supports brain development 
   helps digestive system   

supports healthy pregnancies 
      and breastfeeding  

 

SECTION C 
 Literature 40 marks 

6. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the 
given two, (a) or (b) : 5 
(a) We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge 

ourselves to liberate all our people from the continuing bondage of 
poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other discrimination.  

 Never, never, and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will 
again experience the oppression of one by another.  

 The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement.  
 Let freedom reign. God bless Africa!  
  (Nelson Mandela  Long Walk to Freedom)  

(i) State any one inference about Nelson Mandela from the given 
context :  1 

   
(ii) State True or False :  1 
 ntends to mean 

well-being and welfare of only black people in South Africa.  
(iii) 

about 40 words with reference to the extract.  2 
(iv) Which phrase would correctly  the 

given sentence from the extract.  1 
 The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement.   

OR  
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(b) The expected call came within a few days. Mrs. Pumphrey was 

distraught. Tricki would eat nothing. Refused even his favourite 

dishes; and besides he had bouts of vomiting. He spent all his time 

anything.   

 I had made my plans in advance. The only way was to get Tricki out 

of the house for a period. I suggested that he be hospitalised for about 

a fortnight to be kept under observation.  

                                                                   (A Triumph of Surgery)   

(i) Which of the following is not a reason why Mr. Herriot thinks 
Tricki needs to be taken out of the house for a period ?  1 

 (A) He wanted to keep Tricki away from Mrs. Pumphrey. 

 (B) He wanted to keep Tricki under observation. 

 (C) He wanted to do an experiment on Tricki. 

 (D) He wanted to improve Tricki  health. 

(ii) What was the main reason for Mrs. Pumphrey to be   
distraught ? Answer in about 40 words.  2  

(iii) State True or False :  1 

 When Mr. Her  
what he actually means is, he had already seen this trauma 
coming for Tricki.  

 (iv) Which of the following best describes Mrs. Pumphrey ?  1 

 (A) unkind and inconsiderate  

 (B) impractical but compassionate  

 (C) anxious and ambitious  

 (D) fearful but confident  
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7. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the 
given two, (a) or (b) :   5 

 (a) In a world of possessions. People will take  

  Balls, balls will be lost always, little boy.  

  And no one buys a ball back. Money is external.  

  He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,  

  The epistemology of loss, how to stand up  

  Knowing what every man must one day know 

  And most know many days, how to stand up.  

  (The Ball Poem)  

 (i) Fill in the blank with one word.  1 

 will take balls, Balls will be lost 
________.  

(ii) The poet says that money is external. What inference can be 
drawn from this statement ?  

 Answer in about 40 words. 2 

(iii) 
towards material possessions ?  1 

 (A) indifferent  

 (B) emotional  

 (C) casual  

 (D) respectful  

(iv)  1  

  OR  



  

2/5/1-15 17 P.T.O. 

(b)  
 Remember your acne, Amanda! 
  
 Amanda!  
 (I am Rapunzel, I have not a care;  
 life in a tower is tranquil and rare;) 
                                                                 (Amanda)   

(i) What is the central idea of the poem as reflected in the lines 
above ?  

 Answer in about 40 words.  2  

(ii) Complete the sentence with the appropriate option.  1 
 ,   

__________.  

 (A) loving  (B) relaxed  

 (C) authoritative  (D) thoughtful  

(iii) Identify any one poetic device used in the above extract.  1 

 (iv) For what reason does Amanda imagine herself to be Rapunzel ? 1  

8. Answer any four of the following five questions in 40  50 words  
each :  4 3=12 

(i) Maxwell decides to keep an otter as a pet. Elucidate with reference 
to the fact that owning a pet is a life of commitment.  

                                                                                              (Mijbil the Otter) 

(ii) ad. How does 
Ogden Nash create humour and entertainment in the poem ?   

(iii) 
characters and plot.  

(iv) The author says  During our childhood in Goa, the baker used to be 
our friend, companion and guide.  Elaborate.  

                                                                                           (Glimpses of India) 

(v) Do you think you can love a person for his/her inner beauty alone 
and not care about the physical appearance ?  
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9. Answer any two of the following three questions in 40  50 words each :  2 3=6 

(i) One should never judge a book by its cover. Explain with reference 
to Ausable and how he outwits Max with his presence of mind.   

                                                                                     (The Midnight Visitor) 

(ii) c  
                                                                             (A Question of Trust) 

(iii) How can one say that Ebright s curiosity / inquisitiveness drove him 
to become a scientist ?    

                                                                             (The Making of a Scientist) 

10. Answer any one of the following two questions in 100  120 words :  6 

(a) You have been asked to present an evaluation of the approaches of 
both, the Baby Seagull and the Pilot who was lost in the clouds, 
towards achieving their dreams of conquering the skies.  

 Write this presentation draft including your insights, comparing the 
approaches of both.  

 You may begin this way : One acknowledges that both, the Seagull 
and the Pilot, wanted to ........................ however, ........................ . 

                                                          (Reference : Two Stories About Flying) 

OR  

(b) You have been chosen to address the school assembly, to speak on 
the epistemology of loss and the resilience of the human spirit 
during times of crisis. Prepare the speech draft, with reference to 

 

 You may begin this way :  

 Good morning everyone.  

 Today, re that offer a 
powerful insight into how to deal with loss and the resilience of the 
human spirit required during times of crisis.  

 You may end this way :  

 ........................ . Thank you.  
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11. Answer any one of the following two questions in 100  120 words : 6 

(a) Imagine that Bholi writes a diary entry, exploring the themes of 
, in the context of her own 

experiences.  

 Write this dairy entry, as Bholi.   

OR 

(b) A character arc is the transformation or development of a character 
throughout a story and refers to the changes a character undergoes 
as a result of his/her experiences, challenges and interactions with 
other characters.  

 In light of the above information, trace the character arc of Griffin in 
H.G. Wells  Footprints without Feet .  
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Candidates must write the Q.P. Code 
on the title page of the answer-book. 

Series DDCC4/4   SET-1 

 Q.P. Code 

Roll No. 
 

 
 NOTE 
(I) Please check that this question paper contains 19 printed pages.  

(II) Please check that this question paper contains 11 questions. 

(III) Q.P. Code given on the right hand side of the question paper should be 
written on the title page of the answer-book by the candidate. 

(IV) Please write down the serial number of the question in the 
answer-book before attempting it. 

(V) 15 minute time has been allotted to read this question paper. The 
question paper  will  be  distributed  at 10.15 a.m. From 10.15 a.m. to 
10.30 a.m., the students will read the question paper only and 
will not write any answer on the answer-book during this period. 

ENGLISH 

(Language and Literature) 
 

Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum Marks : 80  

General Instructions :  

Read the instructions very carefully and strictly follow them :  

(i) This question paper comprises 11 questions. All questions are compulsory.   

(ii) The question paper contains three sections : 
 Section A  Reading Skills 
 Section B  Grammar and Creative Writing Skills  
 Section C  Literature  

(iii) Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.  
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SECTION A 
 Reading Skills 20 marks 

1. Read the following passage carefully :  10 

(1) Plastic pollution has become one of the most pressing environmental 
issues, as rapidly increasing production of disposable plastic products 

most visible in developing Asian and African nations, where garbage 
collection systems are often inefficient or nonexistent. But the 
developed world, especially in countries with low recycling rates, also 
has trouble properly collecting discarded plastics. Plastic trash has 
become so ubiquitous that it has prompted efforts to write a global 
treaty negotiated by the United Nations. 

(2) Plastics made from fossil fuels are just over a century old. Production 
and development of thousands of new plastic products accelerated 
after World War II. It transformed the modern age so much that life 
without plastics is unrecognizable today. Plastics revolutionized 
medicine with life-saving devices, made space travel possible, 
lightened cars and jets  saving fuel and pollution  and saved lives 
with helmets, incubators, and equipment for clean drinking water. 

(3) The conveniences plastics offer, however, led to a throw-away culture 
 : today, single-use plastics 

account for 40 percent of the plastic produced every year. Many of 
these products, such as plastic bags and food wrappers, have a 
lifespan of mere minutes to hours, yet they may persist in the 
environment for hundreds of years. 

(4) 
land. Trash is also carried to sea by major rivers, which act as 
conveyor belts, picking up more and more trash as they move 
downstream. Once at sea, much of the plastic trash remains in 
coastal waters. But once caught up in ocean currents, it can be 
transported around the world. 
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(5) Millions of animals are killed by plastics every year, from birds to fish 

to other marine organisms. Nearly 700 species, including endangered 

ones, are known to have been affected by plastics. Nearly every 

species of seabirds eats plastics. Most of the deaths of animals are 

caused by entanglement or starvation. Seals, whales, turtles, and 

other animals are strangled by abandoned fishing gear or discarded 

six-pack rings. 

(6) The solution is to prevent plastic waste from entering rivers and seas 

in the first place, many scientists and conservationists  including 

the National Geographic Society  say. This could be accomplished 

with improved waste management systems and recycling, better 

product design that takes into account the short life of disposable 

packaging, and reduction in manufacturing of unnecessary single-use 

plastics. 

Answer the following questions, based on the above passage : 

(i) Which of the following statements best describes the reason  

why plastic pollution has become one of the most pressing 

environmental issues ?  1 

(A) Plastic trash collection systems have become inefficient or 

nonexistent. 

(B) Rapidly increasing production of disposable plastic products 

   

(C) Some plastics have a lifespan of mere minutes to hours, yet 

they may persist in the environment for hundreds of years. 

(D) The developed world, especially in countries with low 

recycling rates, has trouble properly collecting plastics. 
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(ii) What is the tone of the writer in the given lines from paragraph 2 ? 
Rationalise your response in about 40 words.  

 It transformed the modern age so much that life without plastics 
is unrecognizable today.   2 

(iii) The passage includes some words that are opposites of each other. 
From the sets (A)  (E) below, identify two sets of synonyms.  1 

(A) garbage and trash 

(B) starvation and strangled 

(C) disposable and reduction 

(D) persist and downstream 

(E) transformed and revolutionized 

(iv) Complete the sentence appropriately : 1 

 The writer says that most of the plastic trash is found in the 
Earth s last sink and the reason it is transported around the world 
is ______________. 

(v) Based on the reading of the passage, examine, in about 40 words, 
the downside of the convenience that plastic offers.  2 

(vi) Complete the sentence appropriately : 1 

 According to conservationists, the two ways in which most of the 
deaths of animals are caused are ____________.  

(vii) Based on the passage, how can we contribute to the reduction of 
plastic waste ? 1 

(A) by internationalising the waste management system 

(B) by minimizing the use of single-use plastics 

(C) by not abandoning fishing gear  

(D) by not using helmets made of plastic 

(viii) State one reason why plastic pollution is most visible in developing 
Asian and African nations. 1 
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2. Read the following passage carefully : 10 

(1) Rotation of crops is a universal phenomenon which is practised by 

most of the farmers of the tropical and temperate countries. The main 

objective of rotation of crops is to obtain higher agricultural returns 

on the one hand, and to maintain the soil fertility on the other.   

(2) In other words, the rotation of crops helps in making agriculture 

more sustainable. The importance of crop rotation is more in the 

areas where farmers grow two, or more than two crops in the same 

field in a year. Irrigation facilities have also been appreciably 

developed in the country during the last three decades. The 

availability of water to the arable land has helped in the 

intensification of agriculture.   

(3) In the areas such as Punjab and Haryana, where the Green 

Revolution is a big success, one soil exhaustive crop (rice) is followed 

by another soil exhaustive crop (wheat). Subsequently, the field 

vacated by wheat is devoted to either rice or maize or cotton. Thus, in 

one year, the farmers are harvesting three soil exhaustive crops from 

the same field. Such a rotation of crops may fetch more income to the 

farmers, but depletes the soil fertility at a faster pace. 

(4) A number of field studies were conducted to assess the traditional 

crop rotation pattern. One such field study about the changes in the 

rotation of crops was conducted in the village Banhera (Tanda), 

Haridwar district. The main rotation of crops of the village is shown 

in the table below. 
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Traditional Rotation of Crops (1960-65) in Banhera (Tanda) 

Year Kharif (mid-June 
to mid-October) 

Rabi (mid-
October to 
mid-April) 

Zaid (April to 
June) 

No. of days land 
left fallow 

1960 Millet/fodder/rice Gram Fallow 90 

1961 Fallow Wheat Fallow 210 

1962 Millet/fodder/rice Gram Fallow 90 

1963 Fallow Wheat Fallow 210 

1964 Millet mixed with 
urad/fodder/rice 

Gram Fallow 90 

1965 Fallow Wheat Fallow 210 

 Answer the following questions, based on the above passage :   

(i) Fill in the blanks with the appropriate option from those given 

in brackets, based on your understanding of para 2. 1 

 One of the reasons that there has been an intensification of 
agriculture in the country is the development of irrigation 
facilities is a/an _________ (fact/opinion) because it is a/an 
_________ (subjective judgement/objective detail). 

(ii) Based on your understanding of paras 1 and 2, state whether 

the following statement is true or false. 1 

 If proper irrigation facility is provided, higher agricultural 
returns can be obtained by making crop rotation more 
sustainable. 

(iii) Justify the following in about 40 words. 

 Crop rotation may fetch more income to the farmers, but 
depletes the soil fertility at a faster pace.  2 

(iv) Based on the table, mention the years when the land was left 

fallow for maximum number of days. 1 
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(v) The study conducted in village Banhera (Tanda) reflects that 
during the years 1960 to 1965, from April to June, the land was 
left fallow or uncultivated throughout. State any one inference 
that can be drawn from this.  1 

(vi) Select the option that correctly states the significance of crop 
rotation as given below : 1 

(1) Crop rotation is done to obtain higher agricultural 
returns.  

(2) Higher agricultural returns can be obtained by harvesting 
soil exhaustive crops. 

(3) Crop rotation demands that land should be left fallow for 
a few months to increase the fertility of soil.   

(4) Better irrigation facility to the arable land has helped in 
the intensification of agriculture. 

(5)  If crops to be harvested are chosen wisely, crop rotation 
can help in maintaining fertility of soil. 

Options : 

(A) (1), (2) and (4) 

(B) (1) only 

(C) (3) and (5) 

(D) (1) and (5) 

(vii) Crop rotation is helping in making agriculture more 
sustainable. Mention one benefit and one drawback of crop 
rotation. (Answer in about 40 words) 2 

(viii) Which of the following is the main takeaway from the study 
mentioned in the passage ?  1 

(A) The study needs to include more valid data to support the 
practice of crop rotation.  

(B) Crop rotation is a sustainable practice that can transform 
the agricultural sector. 

(C) The impact of crop rotation on 
been thoroughly explained.  

(D) Crop rotation is independent of the type of crops 
harvested and availability of water for irrigation.   
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SECTION B 

 Grammar and Creative Writing Skills 20 marks 

Grammar 

3. Complete any ten of the following twelve tasks, as directed. 10 1=10 

(i) Read the given sentence from a science journal. Identify the error 
and supply the correction in the sentence.  

 apy is provided by a qualified professional, 
people could learn how to make better food choices.  1 

 Use the given format for your response.  

Error Correction 

  

(ii) Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the 
brackets, for the given portion of a letter. 1 

 Please keep me ___________ (apprise) of your next step to address 
this matter. Thanks for your time.   

(iii) Sunanda and Pushkar had a conversation about their travels. 
Report Pushkar s question.  1 

 Have you ever been to Peri Bagh ? 

(iv) Read the dialogue between Vilakshna and her physician,  
Dr. Sharnani, regarding the effectiveness of her medication. 1 

 Dr. Sharnani : How is your acid reflux problem now ? 

 Vilakshna :  
medicine is great. 

 Select the correct option to complete the reporting of the above 
dialogue.  

 Dr. Sharnani asked Vilakshna about her acid reflux problem to 
which Vilakshna replied that she  tried everything without 
success, ___________________. 

 (A) but she found the new medicine to be great  
 (B) but she thought that this new medicine was great 
 (C) but the new medicine was great  
 (D) but that new medicine was great  
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(v) Identify the error and supply the correction for the given sentence 
from a private coaching  advertisement. 1 

 Are you living a happy life ? Do you want to find your 
identification ? Do you want to enhance your career ?   

 Use the given format for your response. 

Error Correction 

  

(vi) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the 
line from an insurance company brochure. 1 

 Suitable for someone who wishes to ____________ 
(insure/assure/ensure) adequate financial backup. It is available 
to the family in case of his/her untimely death.    

(vii) Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the 
correction for a pop-up that appeared on a webpage.  

 These cookies are used to collect information about how you 
interact with our website and allows us to remember you. 1 

Option No. Error Correction 

(A) interact interacted 

(B) with to 

(C) about for 

(D) allows allow 

(viii) Complete the given narrative by filling in the blank with the 
correct option.   1 

 I __________ watching that programme every week since it started.  

 (A) has been 

 (B) had 

 (C) have been 

 (D) was been  
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(ix) Report the following dialogue between two friends who are 
visiting a museum, by completing the sentence.  1 

 Auronima : What are you staring at ? 

 Soumitra : I am in awe of this beautiful painting! I have not 
seen anything like this before. 

Auronima asked Soumitra what he was staring at. Soumitra 
exclaimed that he was in awe of the beautiful painting and that 
_______________. 

(x) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the 
weather warning given by the IMD. 1 

 IMD on S
districts in coastal Maharashtra in view of the extremely severe 
cyclonic storm Biparjoy gushing over the Arabian Sea.  

 (A) will issue 
 (B) will be issuing  
 (C) issued 
 (D) is issuing 

(xi) Complete the slogan, by filling in the blank with the correct 
option.  

 When it gets really hot, rain __________ a blessing. 1 
 (A) should be 
 (B) will be  
 (C) must be  
 (D) ought to be  

(xii) Identify the error and supply the correction for the following 
advertisement of an antivirus software.  1 

 A properly installed and maintained antivirus program may wipe 
out any malware attack, be it a bot, a virus, a Trojan or even 
ransomware.  

 Use the given format for your response. 

Error Correction 
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Creative Writing Skills  

Note : All details presented in the questions are imaginary and created for 
assessment purpose.  

4. Attempt any one from (a) and (b) given below :  5 

 (a) The problem of speeding traffic on colony roads causing accidents 

is increasing day by day. As a young citizen, who wants to 

minimize the accidents caused by them, write a letter to the editor 

of a national daily, in about 120 words, expressing your concern at 

the situation and suggesting measures to resolve the problem and 

drawing attention of the concerned authorities. 

  You are Samyukta Khanna/Sanjay Khanna of 567, Madhur 

Apartments, Amar Vihar, Aram Nagar. 

OR 

 (b) As Kaveri Mahajan, of 543, Narmada Apartments, Jeev Nagar, you 

feel that during the monsoon season all the rain water goes down 

the drain without being utilized.  

  Write a letter to the RWA of your society, in about 120 words, 

suggesting measures to save and preserve rain water emphasizing 

the importance of saving every drop of water. 

 

5. Attempt any one from (a) and (b) given below :  5 

(a) Co-curricular activities help to enhance holistic development and 

assist in inculcating critical skills and abilities to be successful and 

happy in the 21st century life and workplace. 
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 Based on the table given below, write an analytical paragraph, in 
about 120 words, on how co-curricular activities supplement the 
theoretical curriculum. 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS AND VALUES THAT CAN BE 
DEVELOPED THROUGH CO-CURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES 
 

 logical and analytical thinking 

 creative and critical thinking  

 problem-solving skills  

 leadership skills 

 social, emotional and communication skills  

 recreational value  

 enhanced technology skills   

OR 
(b) . The 

following table provides an insight into the multifaceted impact 
and positive contributions of tourism. Write an analytical 
paragraph in about 120 words assessing the significance of 
tourism. 

IMPACT OF TOURISM  
 

 contributes to GDP and foreign exchange  

 boosts local markets and businesses  

 creates employment 

 preserves culture  

 promotes infrastructural development     



  

2/4/1-14 13 P.T.O. 

SECTION C 

 Literature 40 marks 
 

6. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the 

given two, (a) or (b) : 5 

(a) For the first twenty-four hours, Mijbil was neither hostile nor 

friendly; he was simply aloof and indifferent, choosing to sleep on the 

floor as far from my bed as possible. The second night Mijbil came  on 

to my bed in the small hours and remained asleep in the crook of my 

knees until the servant brought tea in the morning, and during the 

day he began to lose his apathy and take a keen, much too keen, 

interest in his surroundings. I made a body-belt for him and took him 

on a lead to the bathroom, where for half an hour he went wild with 

joy in the water.  
                                                                               (Mijbil the Otter) 

(i) Which of the following is not a reason why Mijbil came on to 

Maxwell s bed in the small hours ? 1 

 (A) He had started taking interest in his surroundings. 

 (B) He was becoming friendly with Maxwell. 

 (C) He wanted to play with Maxwell on his bed. 

 (D) He wanted to feel safe and not remain indifferent. 

(ii) Maxwell says that Mijbil was neither hostile nor friendly, he 

was simply aloof and indifferent for the first twenty-four hours. 

Give reasons in not more than 40 words.   2 
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(iii) Read the following descriptions (A)  (D) and identify which one 

correctly corresponds to the extract. 1 

(A) Owning a pet is tedious and needs commitment. 

(B) A pet needs his own space and time to get adjusted to his 

owner s environment. 

(C) Maxwell decided to bring Mijbil because he was very sad to 

lose his dog. 

(D) Maxwell and Mijbil loved travelling. 

(iv) Which characteristic trait of otters is revealed when Mijbil is 

taken to the bathroom ?  1 

OR 

(b) The arrival of a stranger at an inn in winter was in any case an 

unusual event. A stranger of such uncommon appearance set all 

tongues wagging. Mrs. Hall, the landlord s wife, made every effort to 

be friendly. But Griffin had no desire to talk, and told her, My 

reason for coming to Iping is a desire for solitude. I do not wish to be 

disturbed in my work. Besides, an accident has affected my face.  

Satisfied that her guest was an eccentric scientist, and in view of the 

fact that he had paid her in advance, Mrs. Hall was prepared to 

excuse his strange habits and irritable temper. 

  (Footprints Without Feet) 

 (i) State any one inference about Griffin from the given context :  

 My reason for coming to Iping is a desire for solitude. I do not 

wish to be disturbed in my work. Besides, an accident has 

affected my face  1 
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 (ii) State True or False : 1 
 Even though Mrs. Hall was satisfied with Griffin, she was 

skeptical to excuse his strange habits and irritable temper. 

(iii) It was not difficult for Griffin to convince the landlord and his 
wife about his strange appearance and eccentric behaviour. 
Elaborate in about 40 words with reference to the context. 2 

(iv) Which phrase would correctly substitute 
 in the given sentence from the extract ? 1 

 A stranger of such uncommon appearance ____________.  

7. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the 

given two, (a) or (b) :   5 

 (a) But h s locked in a concrete cell, 

His strength behind bars, 

Stalking the length of his cage,  

Ignoring visitors.                             (A Tiger in the Zoo)   

 (i) Why is the tiger stalking the length of his cage  ? 1 

(ii) What is the significance of the use of the 

describe the concrete cell where the tiger is kept and how does 

it contrast with the tiger  presence in its natural habitat ? 

Answer in about 40 words. 2 

(iii) Complete the sentence with the appropriate option :  1 

 The lines from the poem tell us that the tiger is __________ .  

 (A) enjoying his time in the cell 

(B) being indifferent to visitors because it is a daily routine 
for him 

 (C) not as strong as his counterpart in the jungle 

 (D) wanting to be free from the cage 
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(iv) Identify the type of literary device used in the line : 1 

 ut    

  OR 

(b) Belinda was as brave as a barrel full of bears,  

 And Ink and Blink chased lions down the stairs, 

 Mustard was as brave as a tiger in a rage, 

 But Custard cried for a nice safe cage.        

                                                     (The Tale of Custard the Dragon)   

(i) Comment upon the contrast that is reflected in the last two 

lines of the extract. 1 

(ii) Fill in the blank with one word. 1 

 While describing Ink and Blink, the speaker says that they 

could chase lions down the stairs. By saying so, he is revealing 

the _____________ characteristic of their personality.  

(iii) Comment on the poet s use of language in these lines in about 

40 words. 2 

(iv) Which of the following best describes the theme of the poem ? 1 

 (A) Bravery and heroism 

 (B) Humility leads to bravery 

 (C) Valour and diligence 

 (D) Crisis reveals character  



  

2/4/1-14 17 P.T.O. 

8. Answer any four of the following five questions in 40  50 words each : 4 3=12 

(i) Nelson Mandela in his inauguration speech says, e, who were 

outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to 

be host to the nations of the world on our own soil.   

 What is the significance of this statement with reference to the 

political system that prevailed before this ?  

  (Nelson Mandela  Long Walk to Freedom) 

(ii) The Ball Poem  initially appears simple but it is actually quite 

impactful and intense. Comment upon the theme of The Ball Poem .  

(iii) Coorg has been defined as a piece of heaven  by the writer. Justify.  

                                                                                           (Glimpses of India) 

(iv) , what a burden, Lord, to be the father of a grown-up daughter!  

Explain what this line conveys about Chubukov as a father.  

                                                                                                  (The Proposal) 

(v) In every alternate stanza, Amanda drifts into fantasy and yearns for 

more freedom and silence. Justify and elaborate the reason. 

  (Amanda)  

9. Answer any two of the following three questions in 40  50 words each : 2 3=6 

(i) We are often over-indulgent towards people we care about.  Explain 

with reference to the context of the story A Triumph of Surgery .  

(ii) How did Apprentice Noodle act smartly by suggesting something 

about the book without offending Think-Tank ?  

                                                          (The Book That Saved The Earth) 
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(iii) Despite his unusual appearance, Ausable s presence of mind helped 

him get rid of Max.  

 Comment with reference to the story The Midnight Visitor .  

10. Answer any one of the following two questions in 100  120 words. 6 

(a) Grief or sadness is an emotion natural to all types of loss or 

significant change. You have been asked to present an analysis of 

the approaches of Lencho and Kisa Gotami in dealing with their 

respective losses. Write this presentation draft including your 

insights, and comparing the approaches of both. 

 You may begin like this : One acknowledges that Lencho had 

unwavering faith in God whereas Kisa Gotami in her grief, believed 

that her son .................... however ..................... .  

  (Reference  A Letter to God and The Sermon at Benares)  

OR  

(b) You have been chosen to address the school assembly on the 

occasion of Women s Day. You choose to speak on the resilience and 

indomitable spirit of the young girls : Anne Frank and Valli. Prepare 

the speech draft, with reference to the commonality and contrast in 

the situations and circumstances of both the girls. 

             (Madam Rides the Bus and From the Diary of Anne Frank) 

 You may begin like this : Good morning everyone. Today, I d like to 

express my insights on the resilience of two young girls ................. . 

 You may end this way : To conclude d like to say that .................. . 

 Thank you. 
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11. Answer any one of the following two questions in 100  120 words.  6 

(a) Imagine that Hari Singh from The Thief s Story  by Ruskin Bond, 

writes a diary entry, exploring the theme of human values and 

relations that are essential in life and can transform a person in the 

context of his own experience. Write this diary entry as Hari Singh. 

 (The Thief s Story)                                        

OR 

(b) A character arc is the transformation or development of a character 

throughout a story and refers to the changes a character undergoes 

as a result of his/her experiences, challenges and interactions with 

other characters. 

 In the light of the above information, trace the character arc of  

Bholi in K.A. Abbas  Bholi   

 


